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The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is a group of states
working together to develop a set of assessments that measure whether students are on track to be
successful in colleg and their careers. These highality, computerbased Kl2 assessments in
mathematics and English language afElAjiteracy give schools,teachers, students, and parents

better information on whether students are on track in their learning &mdsuccess after high school
andtools to help teachers customize learning to meet student needs fifdtdull administration of the

PARCC assessments adturduring the 20142015 school year.
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This manualis the result ofthree years of work among stateBarcdnc. staff, and outside technical assistance. The

Yl ydz ¢ 61 & Aocbnin®dationg yWanual: How to Select, Administer, amdlugte the Use of
Accommodations for Instruction and Assessment of Students ith B 6 Avritiedi hySCarger Christiansen, J.
VaDeZandeand S. Laxus. This work was sponsored by thessessing Special Education Students State
Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards through the Council of Chief State School Officers. Three
policies included in the manual were released fiwo rounds of public comment in January arkkebruary 2013,

and the entire manual was released for public comment from April 18 to May 13, 2013.
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This is thehird edition of thePARC@®ccessibility Featuresad Accommodations Manuéhll 2014). The
PARCG®ccessibility Featuresxd Accommodations Manuéhe & a I y dalill tahtinue to be reviseds
researchis conductedduring theearlyyears of PARCC assessmeaaministration. Thistérative process

will ensure that theaccessibility featureand accommodations students receive on PARCC assessments
provide a valid reflection of what they know and can dod do not alter the construct of what is being
assessed.Additional guidance on the accessibility featuresand accommodationsfor the PARCC
Diagnostic Assessment and Speaking and Listening Assessietitasming. Tis third edition of the
Manual includes additional information on the Personal Needs Prefisessmenadministratian, and
specifics onthe availability of accessibility feature and accommodationsduring the first full
administration ofthe PARCC assessments

Third Edition

P
“ Throughout this edition of thePARCCAccessibility Featureand Accommodations Manual
attention is focusedon providing accessibility features andccommodationsusing the PARCC
technology platform.However,the need for administration ofpaperbasedassessmentsemairs for
certain students who require thisormat and presentationof the assessmenDetails on accessibility
features and accommodations for students taking papased assessments can be found\ppendix A:
Accessibility Feates and Accommodations for Students Taking the P8ased PARCC Assessments
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Background

PARCC
Audience and Purpose

Developed by the PARCC states, tthérd edition of the PARCCAccessibility Featuresand
Accommodations Manuas a comprehensive policy dament that provides guidance to districts and
decisionmaking teams to ensure that the PARCC wmehr, performancéased and end-of-year
assessments provide valid results for all participating students

Introduction

PARCGrtates regardassessmentastools far enhancing teaching and learningARCC isommitted to
providing all students, including but not limited to, students with disabilities, English |leabegtish
learners with disabilitiesand underserved populationswith equitable access to igh-quality, 21
century assessments. Bapplying principles ofuniversal @sign, leveraging technology, embedding
accessibilityfreatures and allowinga broad range ohccommodations, PARCC prowdeportunities for

the widest possible number of students to demonstrakeir knowledge and skillSPARCC sets and
maintains high expectations that all students will have access to the full range oflgredend course
content standardsAdditionally,the PARCC states created and adopted common policies for accessibility
features, accommodations, and participation in PARCC assessments. Together, these elgithents
increasestudent accessto PARCC assessmentfislelity of implementation, and comparalbyli across
PARCC states.

t!w//Qa 3J2Ffa F2NILINRPY2GAYy3 aGdzRSyd | 00Saa AyOf dR

1 Applyingprinciples ofuniversal @&signfor accessible assessmerdsiring every stage ofthe
development ofthe assessment components, items, and performance tasks;

f Minimizing/diminating features of the assessment that are irrelevant to what is being measured

so that all students can mowccurately demonstrate their knowledge and skills;

Measuring thefull rangeof complexity of the standards;

Leveraging technology foine accessibledelively ofthe assessmerg

Building accessibility throughout the test witht sacrificing assessmewdlidity;

Using a combination cdccessibleauthoring and accessible technologiesm the inception of

items and tasks; and

1 Engaging state and national expettisoughoutthe development process through item review,
bias and sensitivity review, policy development and review, and research.

=A =4 -4 =4

Thethird edition of thePARC@ccessibility Featurend Accommodations Manulbs beercreated to
ensure that:

i Participation inthe assessments is consistent across PARCC é$tatetudents with disabilities
and English learneys

1 Appropriatetools are used by students to address their individual learning needs,tteaid
accommodations ar@rovided to eligible studentéincluding students wh disabilities,English
learners and English learners with disabilifieand

1 Accessibility featuresrad accommodationsisedon PARC@&ssessmerstare generally consistent
with thoseused indaily instruction.
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This manualprovides information on the accessibility featuresand accommodations that will be
available during the PARCC assessméatsed on careful review difie following:

1 Current and field testresearchon effective practicesof assessing diverse studegroups and
backgrounds (including need$ students with disabilities and English learners, culture, region,
linguistic needs, dialect, and so@geonomic backgroungl)
1 Feedback from PARCC state leads stiatke expertoon students with disabilities and English
learners;
CGontent experts; and
NEGA2YyLFE GSOKYAOFf |RGA&A2NE 2y t!w// Qa ¢SOKYAO
Accommodations, and Fairness

= =4

PARCC states have all agreed to implement the principles, policies, aretlymex set forth inthis
manual.

How PARCC Member States Set Policy

PARCC is a consortium of states working together to develop a set of common assessments that
measure whether students are on track to be successful in college and their careers. The PARCC
Governing Board, comprised of thelR chief state school officerdm each Governing State, makes all
major policy and operational decisions on behalf of the consortium. State education agency experts
from all PARCC Governing States lead the policy and content development, and management of the
PARCC assessment system.

Key policies set by the Governing Board, with input of working groups comprised of representatives
from the PARCC member states, include:

1. A common set of policies and procedures for providing assessment accommodations for English
learners;

2. A common set of policies and procedures for providing assessment accommodations for
students with disabilities;

3. A common set of policies and procedures for participation of English learners in the assessment
system; and

4. A common set of policies and prahwres for participation of students with disabilities in the
assessment system.

1 Abedi, J. & Ewers, N. (2013). Accommodations for English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities:-Bdgeskearch
Decision Algorithm.Christensen, L., C. Johnston, and C. Rogers (2012). Common Core Accommodations BAR&CState
Consortium. Bfer to the reference list for the research foundation for this Manual.
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Structure of the PARCA&ccessibility Featureand Accommodations Manual

TheManualcongsts of the following sections:
Background and Introduction

Section 1:Overview of the PARCC Assessment, Claims, and DeSlga section summarizes
the various PARCC assessments and provides the approaches used for universal design.

Section 2:PARCC Accessibility System afxckcessibility Featuresor All StudentsTakingthe
PARCC Assessmenthis section provides an overvief the PARCC Accessibility Systam
defines the accessibility featureghat will be offered to all students taking the PARCC
assessments.

Section 3: Accommodations for Students with Disabilitiead English LearnersThis section
outlines the accommodations for students with disabilitiesd English learnertaking the
PARCC assessments.

Section4: DecisionrMaking Process foBelecting, Using, and Evaluating Accessibility Features
and Accommodtons for Students with Disabilities, English Learners, and English Learners
with Disabilities This sectiordescribesa fivestep process forselecting, administering, and
evaluating the use adiccommodations foPARC@ssessmergas follows:

ExpectStudents to Achieve Gradeeveland Coursé\cademic Content Standards;
LearnAbout Accessibility Features and Accommodations

SelectAccessibility Features and Accommodations for Individual Students
Administer Accessibility Features and Accommodationsmpissessmentand
Evaluateand ImproveAccessibility Features and Accommodations.Use

=A =4 =8 -8 =4
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Section I¢

Overview of the PARCC Assessment, Claims, and
Design
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Overview of the PARCC Assessment

The PARCC assessment system is designed to determine whether students are adlegeeeready
or on track, assess the full range of tBemmon Core State Standar@JSS measure the full range of
student performanceand provide timely data throughut the academic year to teachers to help inform
instruction, interventions, and professional development.

ThePARCC assessment systaotudes five componenis

1

T

Diagnostic Assessment for ELA/Literacy and Mathemadigonal, norssummative, early

indicator of student knowledge, flexible administration
Mid-Year Assessment for ELA/Literacy and Mathemafipsional, norRsummative,

performancebased items and tasks, emphasis on Rar@neasure standards, flexible
administration
Speaking and Listening Assmentfor ELA/Literacy onlyOptional nonsummative, flexible

administration
PerformanceBased Assessment for ELA/Literacy and Mathemd&ieguired, summative,

administeredafter approximately 75% afistruction
Endof-Year Assessment for ELA/Literang &MathematicsRequired, summative, administered
after approximately90% ofinstruction

Formative Tools

Designed to pinpoint learning
needed to inform instruction
during the school year

Diagnostic Assessments

Mid-Year / Interim Assessments

Speaking & Listening Assessments

End-of-Year Performance-
Assessment Based Assessment

* ELA/L-reading, * ELA/L - writing to
vocabulary sources

* Math — concepts & * Math - reasoning &
short applications modeling

Summative Assessments

PBA and EOY results are
combined to report student
achievement and growth

The PARCC summative assesss@nEnglish languagetsgliteracy and nathematics will include a rich
set of performanceébased tasks that addss a longstandingconcern among educators about largeale

student assessmentshat they have been unable to capture some of the most important skills that we
strive to develop in students. The PARCC assessments are being carefully crafted to accomplish this

important god. They will enable teachers, schools, studeatsd parentsgain important insights into

10
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how well critical knowledge, skilland abilities essential for young people to thrive in college and
careers are being mastereBARCC assessment&lmliteracy and nathematics will be administered in
grades 311 beginning in the 2022015 school yeaiThe assessmentg each grade level willssesshe
CCS%or that grade.However, in mathematics, a small portion of the assessments will assess securely
held content from the previous grade. Also, the high school mathematics assessnikis based on

the CCSS designated for two course sequemcagraditional sequence including Algebra I, Geometry,
and Algebra Il; and an integrated sequence includiraghi@matics 1, 2, and 3. For more information
regarding high school mathematissquencestefer to the Mathematics Model Content Frameworks at
http://www.parcconline.org/parcemodetcontent-frameworks

In order to promote improvements in curriculum and instruction and support various forms of
accountability, the PARCC assessments are designed to measure the full range of the CCSS and full
continuum of student abilities, including thegerformance of higkperforming and underperforming
students. To effectively carry out the PARCC desigmmativeassessments in both content areas will

be administered in two components:

1 A performancebased assessment (PB&)mponent administered aftermpproximately 75% of
instruction, and

1 An end of year assessment (E@¥6mponent administered after approximately 90% of
instruction

Scores from the PBA and EOY components will be combined to produce an overall performance level
score. Performance levakores will be reported according to five levels. More information about the
PARCC performance levels can be found by visitipg/www.parcconline.org/policiesand-guidance

PARCELA/Literacy Assessments

The ELAiteracy PBA at each grade level will include three taskéiteeary analysis, aesearch
simulation, and a narrative task. For each task, students will be asked tore@slvone or more texts,
answer several short cgmehension and vocabulary questions, and write an essay that requires them
to draw evidence from the text(SPARCC will use both printed and multimedia teXtse ELAiteracy
EOY at each grade level will includeé 4exts, both literary and informationafincluding social
science/historical, scientific, and technical texts at gradedlp A number of shorinswer
comprehension and vocabulary questions will also be associated with each text.

Theclaims listed belovdrivethe design of the PARCC BHltévacysummativeassessmerg

Master Claim:On track br college and career readinesbgtdegree to whicl G dzZRSy G a B a2y
college and career readiness in Blt&vacy. Under the master claim, there are two major claims: (1)
reading complextext (students read and comprehend a range of sufficiently complex texts
independently), and (2) writing (studeswrite effectively when using and/or analyzing sources

Further delineation in what is being measured is indicated by the following siglguls:
(1) Vocalulary, Interpretation, and Use (RL/RI.X.4 and L-6Y.4

a. Students use context to determine the meaning of words and phrases
(2) Reading Literature (RL.XLD)

11
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a. Studentsdemonstrate comprehension and draw evidence from readings of gleds,
complex literary text.
(3) Reading Informational Text (RI.>0Q)
a. Students demonstrate comprehension and draw evidence from readings of -traele
complex informational texts.
(4) Written Expression (W.X10)
a. Students produce clear and coherent writing in whibk development, organization, and
style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
(5) Conventions and Knowledge of Language (E3X.1
a. Students demonstrate knowledge of conventions and other important elements of
language.
(6) Research (data taken froResearch Simulation Task)
a. Students build and present knowledge through integration, comparison, and synthesis of
ideas.

Results of the ELAteracy assessments will be reported in three major categories:
(1) ELAliteracy;
(2) Reading and comprehending a rangesuoifficiently complex texts independently (readinand
(3) Writing effectively when using and/or analyzing sources (writing). [E&racy results will be
oFrasSR 2y I 0O2YLRaAlS 2F adGddzRSyiaQ NBIFIRAY3 | yR

Students will receive both a scale se@nd peformance level scores for ELiééracy, and scale scores
for the reading and writing categories.

PARCC Mathematics Assessments

The mathematics PBA at each grade level will include both -shod extendeeresponse questions
focused onapplying skills and concepts to solve problems that require demonstration of the
mathematical practices with ao€us on modeling, reasoning, and precisidine mathematics EOY
assessments will be comprised primarily of skambswer questions focused on am®ptual
understandingproceduralskills, andapplication

Theclaims listed below are the claims thdtive the design of the PARCGthematics a&sessmerg

Master Claim:Ontrack forcollege andcareerreadiness; he degree to which a student @llege and
careerready (or, ontrack to being ready) in mathematics. The student solves giladel/courselevel
problems in mathematics as set forth in the Standards for Mathematical Content with connections to
the Standards for Mathematical Practice.

1 Sub Claim AMajor Content with Connections to Practices. The student solves problems
involving the Major Content for her grade/course with connections to the Standards for
Mathematical Practice.

1 Sub Claim BAdditional and Supporting Content with Contiens to Practices. The student
solves problems involving the Additional and Supporting Content for her grade/course with
connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice.

1 Sub Claim GHighlighted Practices MP.3, 6 with Connections to Content: esimgs
mathematical reasoning. The student expresses giadelcourselevel appropriate

12
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mathematical reasoning by constructing viable arguments, critiquing the reasoning of others
and/or attending to precision when making mathematical statements.

1 Sub Clan D:Highlighted Practice MP.4 with Connections to Content: modeling/application. The
student solves realvorld problems with a degree of difficulty appropriate to the grade/course
by applying knowledge and skills articulated in the standards for the miugrade/course (or,
for more complex problems, knowledge and skills articulated in the standards for previous
grades/courses), engaging particularly in the Modeling practice, and

0 Where helpful making sense of problems and persevering to solve them (MP.1)

Reasoning abstractly and quantitatively (MP.2)

Using appropriate tools strategically (MP.5)

Looking for and making use of structure (MP af)d/or

Looking for and expressing regularity in repeated reasoning (MP.8).

O O OO

Use of Technology to Deliver PAR@ssessments

PARCC assessments will use a comghased assessment delivery platform thsteasy for students to
learn, intuitive to use, and provides an opportunity for results to be reported quickly and accurately. The
PARCC assessment delivery platfavill be compliant with the Accessible Portable Item Profile (APIP)
and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) RARCC has released technology guidelines to
inform schools and districts as they make technology decisions to best medndtrectional and
assesment needs of their students.

The PARCC Technologyidélines can be found herattp://www.parcconline.org/technology

ParticipationGuidelines for PARCC Assessments

All students, including students with disabilities and English learnars, required to participate in
statewide assessments aivetheir assessment results be part of tséateQ accountability systems

with narrow exceptions for English learners in their first year in a U.S. school (described in &gction
and certain students with disabilities who have been identified bylthkvidualized Education Program
GSFEY G2 a1 1S 0K SdsessmantAl 0t8en) students wikparficipaie$ the PARCC
ELA/literacy and amthematicsperformancebased ancend-of-yearassessmentd-ederallawsgoverning
student participation irstatewideassessmerstincludethe No Child Left Behind Act of @D (NCB), the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973(reauthorized in 2008 and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965, as
amended. Specific provisions under thedaws for students with disabilities and English learnéss
summarized inAppendix K Legal Background f S aS O2yadz G @&2dzNJ aidl 6SQa
determine which alternate and English language proficiency assessments are offered in your state.

All students can receive accessibility features on PARCC assessments.

13
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Fourdistinct groups of studentsiayreceive accommodationsn PARCC assessments

=

Students with disabilities who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP);

2. Students with a Section 508lan who have a physical or mental impairment that substantially
limits one or more major life activities, have a record of such an impairmentearegarded as
having such an impairmerthut who do not qualify for special education services;

Students who areenglishlearners; and

Students who are English learners with disabiliti@eho have an IEP or 504 planThese
students are eligible for botraccommodations for students with disabilities and English
learners.

koW

The following definitions will help users of tManualto understand andmplement
accommodationappropriately

9 Student with a disability Onewho has been found eligible based on the definitions provided by
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IBE2gctiorb04 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973

1 English learnerAssessment consortia are currently collaboratiogdevelopa comprehensive
definiton. N* RAGAZ2y It &z 9y3aftAakK fSFENYSN addzRSyaa
LINEFTAOASY (¢ adGdzRSyda I ieBallanguade fisAndlitedppendxd 3S S
Legal Background

1 FormerEnglishlearner. A gudent who is no longerclassified asn English learneralthough
progresswill continue to betracked for two yearsafter they have achieved the standards of
fluency as identifiedy the state English proficiency assessment

General Testindg’rocedures

For information aboutcoordinating or administering the PARCC assessmartisidingtest security
policies,administration proceduresand tasks to complete before, during, and after testirgfer to the
Test Coordinator Manuahnd the Test Administragr Manual. Manuals specific to the fall block
administration are available now ahbttp://parcc.pearson.com/ Manuals specific to the spring
administration of the PARCC assessments will be availabti®ewember.

Universal Design

Universal @sign when applied to assessmeris analogous to universakdign in achitecture where,

for example, ramps and curb cuts designed for people in wheelchairs are also considered essential for
people without disabilities, such as parents pushing strollers or people moving heavy fufniture.
Universal ésigrf describes a concept or philgsby that, when applied to assessments, provides all
students with equal opportunities to demonstrate what they have learned. The purpose of universally

2al NBEfFYR {GFdS . 2FNR 2F 9RdzOF A2y ® 6HAnmMmMOD® a! w2dziS F2NJ 938N
STheterma dzy A OSARAY ¢ RA & R S TalsywBhiDisabijftie€décationaat (FDEAJ And the Higher Education

Opportunity Act (HEOAXkaaving the same definition #sat found in the Asistive Technology Act of 199Bhe term

Gdzy AGSNEFt RSaAIye Mslordasigning ad@dgliDefinmliiducs Hddskiiided tiEatiage lubable by people

with the widest possible range of functionaipabilities, which include products and services thatdirectly accessible

(without requiring assistive technologies) and products and sessthat are interoperable withssistive technologies. (20

U.S.C. 81401(35)(IDE2D; U.S.C. 81003(23)(HEOA), hatierencing the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended, 29

U.S.C. §3002).
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designed assessments is to provide access for the greatest number of students during assessment, and
to minimize the need for individuled design or accommodationsniersal design acknowledges
differences among individuals, and that for accurate assessment to occur, a range of methods and
materials are neededo measure learning. Universaksign buildsflexibility into assessments at the
development stage, which enables flexible adjustments for a broad range of students. All students are
intended to benefit from assessments that are universally designed, including students who are gifted
and talented; Eglish learnersstudents with physical, cognitive, and/or sensory disabilities; students
with emotional or language/learning disabilities; students with more than one of these characteristics;
students with unique linguistics needs; other underperforminmidents; and students without
disabilities.

The principles of universakdign for assessmenteadescribed by Thurlow, et al.:

Universally designed assessments are designed and developed from the beginning to allow
participation of the widest possibleange of students, and to result in valid inferences about
performance for all students who participate in the assessment. Universally designed assessments
are based on the premise that each child in school is a part of the population to be tested, and that
testing results must not be affected by disability, gender, race, or English language ability.
Universally designed assessments are not intended to eliminate individualization, but they may
reduce the need for accommodations and various alternative ass&#s by eliminating access
barriers associated with the tests themselves.

Universal $ a8 A 3y SYLXKIaAil Sa GKIG Ay 2NRSN) G2 AyONBIas
aATS FTAGA I ft buildirldbdBke av&lable opgmituniiedzizioice and create multiple
alternatives and approaches for individuals to express their knowledge. Using these principles, item
writers consider the full range of students in the assessment population and develop items, tasks, and
prompts that measure tb desired construct for the greatest number of students without the need for
accommodtion or adaptation. Guided by universalesign, assessment developers design the
assessment to meet the specific needs of as many students as possible and minimizenties ofi
necessary accommodations, while acknowledging that the need for accommodations cannot be
eliminated entirely.

PARCC has included the following universasign requirements for item development in the PARCC
Accessibility Guidelines:

1 The item ortask takes into consideration the diversity of the assessment population and the
need to allow the full range of eligible students to respond to the item/stimulus.

Constructs have been precisely defined &melitem or task measures what is intended.
Asssments contain accessible, nbiased items.

Assessments are designed to be amenable to accommodations.

Instructions and procedures are simple, clear, and intuitive.

Assessments are designed for maximum readability, comprehensibility, and legibility.

=A =4 =8 -8 -4

4 Thompson, S. J., Johnstone, C. J., & Thurlow, M. L. (20@vgrsal design applied torlge scale assessmen{Synthesis

Report 44). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes. Retrieved [April 1, 2013],
from the World Wide Webhttp://education.umn.edu/NCEO/OnlinePubs/Synthesis 44.html

5Thompson, Johnstone, & Thurlow (2002). The National Center for Educational Outcomes (NCEO).
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The item or task material uses a clear and accessible text format.

The item or task material uses clear and accessible visual elements (when essential to the item).

The item or task material uses text appropriate for the intended grade level.

Decisions Wl be made to ensure that items and tasks measure what they are intended to

measure forEnglish learnestudents with different levels of English proficiency and/or first

language proficiency.

9 All accessibility featurebave been considered that may iease access while preserving the
targeted construct.

1 Multiple means ofitem presentation, expression, andtudent engagement have been
considered with regard to items/tasks for both students with disabilities and English learners.

1 Changes to the formatfan item will be considered that do not alter the item/task meaning or

difficulty.

= =4 =4 =4

In addition to the universal abign requirements, PARCC has provided item developers with
comprehensive accessibility guidelines for writing itetdsensure that allitems/tasks arebiasfree,
sensitive to diverse cultures, stated clearly, of appropriate linguistic complexity, and consistently
formatted.

Principles of universal design, when applied to assessment, may provide educators with more valid
inferences abouthe performancelevels of students with disabilities and English learners, as well as the
performanceof their peers.

Universally designed general assessmegisnot eliminate, butnay reduce the need for
accommodations and alternate assessments.
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Through a combination of universaesign principles and comput@mbeddedaccessibility features

PARCC has designed an inclusive assessment system by considering accessibility from initial design
through item development, field testing, and implementation of the assessments for all swdent
including students with disabilities, English learners, and English learners with disabilities. Although
accommodations may still be needed for some students with disabilities and English learners to assist in
demonstrating what they know and can do,ettcomputerembedded accessibility featureshould

minimize the need for accommodations during testing and ensure the inclusive, accessibl&ira

testing of the diversstudents being assessed.

PARCC Accessibility System

What areAccessibility Featurea

On the PARCComputea-based assessmentaccessibility featuresre tools or preferences that are
either built into the assessment system or provided externally by test administrafmsessibility
featurescan be used by any student taking the PARCC assessments (i.entstwith and without
disabilities, gifted students, English learners, and English learners with disabilities). Siacectbsbility
featuresare intended forall students they are not classified as accommodations. Students should be
exposed to thesdeaturesprior to testing, and should have the opportunity to select and practice using
them. Accessibility featureare intended to benefit a wide range of students, and are availabknto
student at his or her discretiaturing testing. Practice testhat includeaccessibility featureare being
made available for teacher and student use throughout the year.

To practice now, go thttp://parcconline.org/practicetests

Accessibility Featureklentified in Advance

A relatively small number of studentsill require additionalaccessibility featuregor their particular
needs (e.g., changing the background or font color onscreerist@ning to textto-speechfor the
mathematicsassessmery). Recent research suggests that providing too many tools onscreen may lead
G2 AYSTFSOGADS dzaS 2F (GKS (22fa LINPOARSR® | YRk 2|
Furthermore, he onoff controls for these features might distrasbme students if they wee shown
onscreen or interfere with other features or accommodationsherefore some accessibility features

will be selected ahead of time by students, in collaboration with educators, and based on the individual
needs and preferences of the studeStudentsmust practice using thee featureseither in a classroom

or real world applicatioror setting Sudents can decide whether or not to use preselectedsupport,
without any consequence to the student, school, or district.

Individualizing access needs on the assessnfmneach studentprovides increased opportunities to
accurately demonstrate knowledge and skills, and will reduce the likelihood of giving students incorrect
accommodations oaccessibility featuresn the dayof the test.

The list of available PAR@Ccessibility featuress provided in Table 1, which differentiates those that
are available onscreen to all students, and those that mustieetified in advance viaPersonal Needs
Profile

8 Higgins, J., Fedorchak, G., & Katz, M. (2012). Assignment of Accessibility Tools for Digitatyl Baessments: Key
Findings. White Paper for Enhanced Assessment Grant # S368A100008.

18
November 2014


http://parcconline.org/practice-tests

What is a Persoal Needs ProfildPNPY

The PNP is a collection of studehty T2 NY I G A2y NBEIFINRAYy3I | addzRSyidQa
accessibility features and accommodations that are needed to take a PARCC assessment.

Why CollectStudentinformation Prior tothe Assessmert
Prior to the assessment, the following student information should be collestestudents receive the
appropriate accessibility features and accommodations on testing day

1. Embedded accessibility features in the TestNav 8 online plattbathneed to be enabled for
students during administratioe.g.,color contrast packground/font colo}, textto-speech for
mathematics, etc.jvia the PNP File Layoyt

2. Embedded accommodations in the TestNav 8 online platform that need to be enabled for
students duringadministration (e.g.ASL, closedaptioning text-to-speech for ELA/literacy, etc.)
(via the PNP File Layout)

3. Externallyprovided accessibility features identified in advan@nd accommodationsfor
students with disabilities and English learn@iis the PNP File Layodtand

4. Hard copy accommodated forms that require advance shipping (braille edition, baged
edition, large printedition, etc.)(via the Student Registration File).

The PNP File Layout and the Student Registration Fileéde a record foschool test coordinators and
test administrators to ensure that students receiviadividualized accessibility features and
accommodationsluring the assessments

How s InformationColleced for the PNP?

The PNPRwill be based on observations and stated preferences by the student or parent/guardian
regardingtr 34 G dzZRSy (1 Q& (S a G Adge@Ermiyiedts iRcieasé &cteds diglingtictian &l y°
assessmenh 6 A SNl GA2ya ol aSR 2y | iackeR@phaiioracanibgiadd NI O A 2
duringthe practice tests! & (i d2Rsfing te®ds should be reviewed at least annually, and revised as
appropriate, to reflect current educatierelated needs or preferences.

Process for Collecting PNP Information

1 Forstudents with disabilitieshe IEReamor 504plan coordinatomwill collect information to
populate thea i dzR BNR( Q a

1 ForEnglish learnerghe educators responsible for selecting accommodations (draglish
learnerteam, if available) will identifwhichaccessibilitfeaturesand accommodations should
be identifiedin thed G dzR BNP( Q &

1 ForEnglish learners with disabilitiethe IEReam (which includes an adult familiar with the
language needs of the studertd) 504 plan coordinatowill makedecisionsabout which
features and accommodations should be identified in FEidP.

1 For studentswithout disabilities, and who areot English learners, decisioabout which
accessibility features identified in advance (iyand if allowed will be included in the
a4 0 dzR S y wilthé madédtlt 3SR 2y (KS a-igldizR Bebds @rd préfdtaintes iy A 2 v
an informal team, which may include the:

a. Student (as appropriate)
b. Parent/guardianand
c. {GdzZRSY (1 Qa LINRKNhE bubjdct oftie dBdssmami] A y
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An optional tool for educators toecord information about a studentvho needs to useccessibility
features and accommodations can be found online herp://parcconline.org/parceaccessibility
featuresand-accommodationsnanual. This tool can be used to capture the information needed to fill
2dzi I Al &RSayauQa t bt

How Do You Fill Out and Submit the PN Layout?

Local educators/teams
capture individual student

PNP data on the PARCC
planning tool

Data are uploaded into the
PNP File Layout and Stude
Registration File &
submitted

Local educators/teams
collect individual student
data to populate the PNP

*NoteeRSTSNJ (i2 @2dzNJ aidi 1SQa aLISOAFAO LRt AOe 2y K2g alGdzRSyGd )

1 Step 1 Local educators/teams collect individual student data to populate the PNP

9 Step 2 Local educators/teams capture individual student PNP data in a central locatioasuc
the PARCC planning tool.

9 Step 3:The individual(s) responsible for student data upload at the school/district/state level

receive the information from step 2 and upload the information into the FNELayout and the
Student Registration File.

Note: States may choose to submit blank PRI Layouts for students who require no accessibility
features in advancand noaccommodations.

Any papetbased accessibility feature or accommodation which requires materials to be shipped will
need to be rguested in the Student Rystration File import. (e.g.afge pint, braille with tactile
graphics, lmman eader or luman sgner for ELA/literacyits, @per st for mline gudents, and
Fanish @per nathematics asessments).

Allothery T2 NX I GA2y Ay (GKS aidzRSy (i (FideLaydutin PédrsbriAcc@®S & dzo Y A
For guidanceon how to upload student information in the PNAte layout, refer topages 412 of the

Personal Needs Profile Field Definitions Version 1.0 dontipested on http:/parcc.pearson.corm
Administrators with the appropriate access will also be able to manually enter PNP data via the User
Interface in PearsonAccé®$once a studerBtest registration is completed.

"PARCC will also provide training on uploading student PNPs.
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The PARCC Accessibil8ystem

Features for All
Students

Accessibility
Featuresg

Identified in advance

.

Accommodations*

* Available to all participating students
**For students with disabilities, English learners, and English learners with disabilities

Accessibility Featurefor All Students

Table 1 lists theccessibility featurethat PARCC will make availableatbstudents These features are
availablethrough the online platformor may beexternallydelivered by a test admistrator or other
adult on the midyear, performancébased, and enaf-year essessmentsSudents shoull determine
whether they wish to use théeature on an itemby-item basis, based on thieaturesthey use during
instruction and in daily life. The features in the third coluairTable Imust be identified in advance as

A L

LI NI 2F GKS aidRIySiROE at bat, SISy Ay RA
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Support Administration Guidelines Identified in
Advance inthe
PNPOnline
Layout(During
Test Registration
Process)

la | Answer Masking ¢tKS addzRSyd St SO0|Yes
answeroptions, as heededVhen
enabled, answers will be masked. The
student will uncover answer options
when ready.

Table 1:Accessibility Featurefor All Student$

1b | Audio Amplification The student raises or lowers the
volume control, as needed, using
headphonesFinal volume must be set
prior to testing. Student must be testeg
in a separate setting if unable to wear

headphones
1c | Color Contrast Alternateonscreen background and/ol Yes
(Background/Font Color) font coloris enabled via the PNfased

on need or preferencestudent can
adjust during the assessment.

Abc | Black on Cream

Abc | Black on Light Blue

Abc | Black on Light Magenta

A\o]ll \\Vhite on Black

Ao/l Light Blue on Dark Blue

Abc | Gray on Green (Low Contras

1d | Blank Paper The students provided blank scratch
(provided by test administrator) | paper (graph, lined, or utined) to take
notes and/or work through items
during testing Test Administrators
must supply up to two pages total per
student, per unit. Additional pages ma
be provided as needed.

8 Abedi, J. & Ewers, N. (2013). Accommodations for English Language Learners and Studergahilities: A Researddased
Decision Algorithm.

9 PARCC is currently working on developing a general masking accessibility feature. When available, PARCC will update this
policy document.
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Support Administration Guidelines Identified in
Advance irthe
PNPOnline
Layout(During
Test Registration
Process)
Inaddition, students with visual
impairments may also use braille
paper, raised line paper, bold line
paper, raised line graph paper, or bolg
line graph paper.
le | Eliminate Answer Choices The studenelectronicallyd O NR & a

possible answer choice(fmultiple
choice items only).

1f | Flag Items for Review The studenS £ S O NP y Aitérhst
to review later.
1g | General Administration Directions| The test administrator clarifies genera
Clarified administrationdirectionsonly. No part
(by test administrator) of the test may be clarified, nor may
any assistance be provided to the
student during testingFor guidance,
refer to theTest Administrator
Manuak.
1h | General Administration Directions| The test administrator reads aloud the
Read Aloud and Repeated as general administratiomirectionsonly.
Needed A student may raishis or herhand and
(by test administrator) request the directions be repeatefor
guidance refer to thdest
Administrator Manua.
1li | Highlight Tool The sudent electronicallyhighlights
text as needed to recall and/or
emphasizeAvailable colors include
pink, blue, yellow, and white.
1j | Headphones or Noise Buffers The student uses headphones or nois

buffers to minimize distraction, access
embedded textto-speech, or filter
external noise during testing (in
addition towhenheadphoneare
requiredfor the ELAliteracy

assessment).
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Support

Administration Guidelines

Identified in
Advance inthe
PNPOnline
Layout(During
Test Registration
Process)

1k | Line Reader Tool

The studentusesan onscreen tool to
assist in reading by raising and loweri
the tool for each line of text onscreen.

1l | Magnification/Enlargement
Device

The student enlarges text and graphic
onscreervia a magnification square
(200%) The student can also use
keyboard shortcuts (e.g., Ctrlfey PCs
or pinch/zoom for tabletso magnify
gKI GQa RAA&LX I @BR
preserving clarity, contrast, and color)

Current browser magnification limits
are as follows:

1 Chrome: 500%

1 Internet Explorer 1000%

9 Firefox: 300%

1 10S: 400%

Note: Magnifying beyond 300% may
affect heading formatting and may
cause textwrapping, and therefore it ig
not recommended.

1m | NotePad

The studentwrites notes using
embedded NotePad application.

1n | Popup Glossary

The student is able to view definitions
of pre-selected, construeirrelevant
words byhovering over underlined
words. The definition appears inpap-
up text box.

1o | Redirect Student to the Test
(by test administrator)

The testadministrator redirects the
aGdzRSyGQa FGGSyaa
coaching or assisting the student in af
way.

November 2014
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Support

Administration Guidelines

Identified in
Advance inthe
PNPOnline
Layout(During
Test Registration
Process)

1p

ExternalSpell ChecbPevice

The student usean externalspell
checkdevice Devicemay not have
embedded grammar check, connect t
the internet, or save information.

1q

Textto-Speech for the
Mathematics Assessments

Test is read aloud to the student using
embedded texito-speech software.

Student must be tested in a separate
setting if unable to wear headphones.

Yes

1r

Human Readeor Human Signer
for the Mathematics Assessments

In special cases where a test
administrator reads aloud to a student
(human reader or human signer), the
student must be tested in a separate
setting.

Human Readers providingis
accessibility featurenust refer to
Appendix BTest Administration
Protocol for the Human Reader
Accommodation for English Language
Arts/Literacy Assssments, and the
Human Reader Accessibility Feature 1
Mathematics Assessmentand
Appendix J: PARCC Mathematics Aug
Guidelines Version 3.0

Yes

1s

Writing Tools

The student uses writing process tools
for written responses, including cut an
paste, copy, underline, bold, and inse
bullets.Writing tools are available in
the constructed response items on the
ELA/literacy performancbased
assessment.
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Administrative Considerations for All Students

Detailed guidelines on the administration of the PARCC assessments will be included Tiasthe
AdministratorManuak.

Students are generally tested in their regular classroom following the test administration schedule for
the grade and content area being administered. However, the principal has the authority to schedule
students in testing spaces other than regular clasars, and at different scheduled times, as long as all
requirements for testing conditions and test security are met as set forth inTi&t Administrator
Manual. Decisions may be considered, for example, that benefit students who are easily distiracted
large group settings by testing them in a small group or individual setting. In general, changes to the
timing, setting, or conditions of testing are left to the discretion of the principal or test coordinator.

In accordance with principles of univers#gsign for assessment, PARCC is providing the following
administrative guidance regarding the timing and scheduling of assessnamissetting/locations for
testing. These admiistrative considerations are available to all students.

Schoolbased teams (includinipe IEP team, 504lan coordinator, or EL team if required by your state)

may determine thatany studentcan receiveone or more of the following test administration
considNJ GA2yax NBIIFNRfSaa 2F GKS adGddzRSyidiqQa adl Gdza
learner:

Small group testing

Frequent breaks

Time of day

Separate or alternate location

Specified area or seating

Adaptive and specialized equipment orriiiure

Too Too To o T To
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Section 3 Accommodations for Students with
Disabilitiesand English Learners
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Accommodations for Students with Disabilities and English Learners

It is important to ensure that performance in the classroom andissessmerstis influencedminimally,

fatalloe | adGdzRSydQa RAalOoAfAGE 2N fAy3Adzhi ad A Ok Odzt { dz
being assessed. For PARCC assessmamsmemodations areconsidered to beadjustments to the

testing conditions test format, or test administration that provide equitable access during assessments

for students with disabilities and students who are English learhergeneral, he administraton of the

assessment should not be the figtcasion in whiclan accommodation is introduced to the student. To

the extent possible, accommodatioskould

1 provide equitable access during instruction and assessments;
f mMGAIFGS GKS SHFaSIia 2F | addzRSyaQ
1 not reduce learning operformanceexpectations;
1 not change the construct being assessed; and
1 not compromise the integrity or validity of the assessment.
Accommodations are intended to reduemd/ior St AYAY I GS GKS SF¥F¥FSOia 2F | &

English language proficiency level;, howev@gcommodations should never reduce learning
expectations by reducing the scope, complexity, or rigor of an assessmemioreover,
accommodations provided ta student on the PARCC assessments mugjenerally consistentvith

those provided for classroom instruction and classroom assessments. There are some accommodations
that may be used for instruction and for formative assessments but are not allowetdd@ummative
assessment because they impact the validity of the assessment regattexample, allowing a student

to use a thesaurus or access timeirnet during a PARGISsessmentThere may be consequences (e.g.,
SEOf dzZRAY 3 | & é)dist $he (lused of nendltbviableZacz@midodations during PARCC
assessments. It is important for educators to become familiar with PARCC policies regarding
accommodations used for assessments.

The guidelines providedn this manual areintended to ensurethat valid and reliable scoeeare
producedon the PARCC assessmeatsy] thatan unfair advantagé not givernto students who receive
accommodationsQutside ofthe guidance provided in this amual,changes to an @ommodation or
the conditionsin which itis providedmay changevhat the assessment is measurjragnd will likelycall
into question the reliability and validity of thesults regardingvhat a student knows and is able to do
as measuredby the assessment.

To the extent possible, accommodaticstsouldadhere to the following principles:

1 Accommodations enable students to participate more fullgd fairly in instruction and
assessments and to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.

1 Accommodations should be based upan individual studen® &eeds rather than on the
category of & (i dzits&bilityi,Ieval ofEnglish language proficiency alone, levebioficcess to
gradelevelinstruction, amount of time spent in a general classro@urent program setting,
or availability of staff.

1 Accommodations should be based on a documented need in the instruction/assessment setting
and should not be provided for the purpose of giving the student an enhancement that could be
viewed as an unfair advantage.
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1 Accommodations for students with disabés should be described and documented in the
d0dzRSY G Q& | LILINE LINR Far4plah)l y o6A dSodr SAGKSNI GKS L
Accommodations for English learners should be described and documented

Students who are English learners with disabilities qu#difieceiveacammmodationsfor both

students with disabilities and English learners.

f Accommodations should SO2YS LI NI 2F GKS & dzRS ¢siiséwa asLINE 3 NI
possible after completion and approval of the appropriate plan.

Accommodations should not betroduced for thefirst time during the testing of a student.
Accommodations should be monitored for effectiveness.

Accommodations used for instruction should also be used, if allowable, on local district
assessments and state assessments.

= =4

= =4 =

In the event hat a student was provided a test accommodation that waslisted in his or her IEP, 504

plan, or was not documented for an English learner, or if a student waxt provided a test
accommodation listed in his or her IEP/504 plan/documentation for anidgkniglarner, the school must
F2tft26 SIFIOK adlisSQa LIRftAOASE YR LINROSRdZNBa F2N y

Scoring and Reporting

Summative assessment scores for students who receive any of the accommodations listed in this
manual will be aggregad with the scores of other students and those of relevant growgrsl can be
included for accountability purposes. Confidential parent/guardian reports;mdaiic rosters of schoel

and districtlevel results, and other nepublic reports will include @tations in cases where certain
accommodations were providede.g., use of calculatiomlevices, reading aloud the ELlifgtacy
assessment)District and school reports available to the public will not include the notations in cases
where these accommodatis were usedPARCC states will monitor the number and percentage of
students using these accommaodations at the school, district, and state level.

Note: For the first year of operational administration PARCC accommodations have not been coded.
Further guidance will be included in future editions of the Man®&afer to your state policy for state
specifc information on coding PARC&ammodations.

Unigue Accommodations

PARCC has developed a comprehensive listcoéssibility featureand accommodationsthat are
designed to increase access to PARCC assessments amdlithegult in valid, comparable assessment
scores. However, studentsith disailities or English learnemmay require additional accommodations
that are not foundin this manual PARCC states wiihdividually review requests for unique
accommodations in their respective states on an individual basis and will provide approval after
determining whether the accommodation would result in a valid score for the studdRdfer to
Appendix F: Unigue Accommodation Request Form

Emergency Accommodations

An emergency accommodation may be appropridteg a student who incurs a temporary disabling
condition that interferes with test performancghortly before orduringthe PARCC assessmevihdow.

A student who does not have an IEP or 504 plan may require an accommodation as a result of a
recentlyoccurring accident or illnes§€ases include students who have a recefrigtured limb (e.qg.,
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arm, wrist or shoulder); whosenly pair of eyeglasses has broken; or a student returafter a serious

or prolonged illness or injunAn emergency accommodation should be given only if the accommodation
will result in a valid score for the student (i.e., does not change the condiring measured by the
test[s]). If the principal (or designee) determines that a student requires an emergency accommodation
on the day of the PARC#sessmentan Emergency Accommodatiorofm must be completed and
YIAYGFAYSR Ay (GKS alidzRSy G Qa FaasSaayvySyi FA{ SO
accommodations. If required by your PARCC state, consult with the district office for apgroeal.
parent must be notified that an emergencyaccommodation was providedIf appropriate, the
Emergency Accommodatioroffn may also be submitted to the district assessment coordinator to be
NEBGIFIAYSR Ay (KS ai aéstdif@ ame@éhyyadidnimodatidris viigproved t S ©
after it is determined that use of the accommodation would result in a valid score for the studzfet.

to Appendix G: Use of an Emergency Accommodatioa BARCC Assessment

Student Refusal Form

If a student refuses an accommodation listed in his or &} 504 plan, or if required by the PARCC
member state, an English Learner plan, the school should document in writing that the student refused
the accommodatiopand the accommodation must be offered and remain available to the student during
testing. This form must be completed and placed in the student's file and aroopy besent to the
parent on the day of refusal. Principals (or designee) should work with tesingdrators to determine

who, if any othersshould be informed when a student refuses an accommodation documented in an IEP,
504 plan or if required by the PARCC member state, an English Learner pifar to Appendix H:
Student Accommodation Refusal Form

Ongoing Research and Data Collectimm Use ofAccommodations
PARCC states will continue to research the effectiveness, validity, differential imglaggnce, and
feasibility of the accommodations, and revise as needed.
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Accommodations for Students with Disabiliti&s

The availability ohccessibility featurefor all students takindP ARC@ssessmentss based onuniversal
design principlesas appied to assessmestand is intended to increaseaccess for most students
However,many students with disabilitiesnay need additional accommodatiofsr use onthe PARCC
assessmentdor students with disabilitieshe IEP team(or 504 coordinator) isesponsible for making
decisions about which accommodations the student will need, as well as wheézturesthe student
will need to increase accessibilityThis information will need to be added tthe & (i dzR SNRRefer
to Section 2 for a description dPNR andthe featuresthat areavailableto students with disabilitiesn
computerbasedPARCC assessments.

PARCC accommodationsdistin this section are intend€or:

9 Students with disabilities who have the accommodatitmtumented in an approved IEP or 504
plan prior to the date of test administratiomnd

9 Students who use the accommodation routinely (with rare exceptions) during classroom
instruction and localhadministered assessments, both before and after the test i
administered.

Presentation Accommodations

What are Presentation Accommodations?

Presentation accommodations alter the method or format used to administer a PARCC assessment to a
student, by changing either thauditory, tactile, visual, and/or a comfition of thesecharacteristics

For students taking computdrasedassessments, all presentation accommodations must be identified
inadvanced 2 1K Ay (GKS adGdZRRSY(iQalidzREy @2Ma ptnimt LI RgeNF WR KK
process).

Who CarBenefit from Presentation Accommodations?
Students who benefit most from presentation accommodations are those with disabilities that affect
reading standard print, typically as a result of a physical, sensory, cognitive, or specific learning disability.

Table 2 provides a list ofpresentation accommodationdor students with disabilitiegthat describe
changes in the assessment format and method in which the assessment is administered

10 Abedi, J. & Ewers, N. (2013). Accommodations for Erglisjuage Learners and Students with Disabilities: A Research
Based Decision AlgorithpChristensen, L., C. Johnston, and C. Rogers (2012). Common Core Accommodations Guidance. PARCC
State Consortium.
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Table2: Presentation Accommodations for Students with Disabilit‘

PARCC

Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

2a

Assistive Technology

Students may use a range of assistive technologies on th
PARCC assessments, including devices that are compatil
with the PARCC online testing platform, and those that ar¢
used externally (i.e., on a separate computer).

For information on how to test assistive technology device
and software for use on the PARCC assessments with the
¢cSadblr @ y LI IFGF2NFNIBAL & yN
Assistive Technology Guidelines available at
www.parcconline.org/parcaccessibilityfeaturesand
accommodationgnanual

2b

Screen Reader Versidor
Mathematics

A student who is blind or hasvisual impairmentakes the
mathematics assessments using screen reader software.
student who is blind or visually impaired who uses a scree
reader will also need a tactile graphiosoklet, consisting
only of the graphics portion of test questions, and visual
descriptions (pictures and multimedia) when dippble for
the assessment. If thsetudent is not using headphonebge
student must be tested in a separate setting.

For additionalnformation, refer to the PARCC Assistive
Technology Guidelines and the PARCC Technical Assistg
Bulletinavailable atvww.parcconline.og/parccaccessibility
featuresand-accommodationsnanual

2c

Refreshable Braille Display
with Screen Reader Version fo
ELA/Literacy

A student who is blind or hasvisual impairmentakes the
ELA/iteracy assessments using screen reader softwatle a
refreshable braille displayA student who is blind or visually
impaired who uses a screen readeith refreshable braille
will also need a tactile graphics booklet, consisting only of
the graphics portion of test questions, and visual descripti
(pictures and multimedia) when applicable for the
assessmentf the student is not using headphondbe
student must be tested in a sepdeasetting.

For additional information, refer to the PARCC Assistive
Technology Guidelines and the PARCC Technical Assiste
Bulletinavailable atvww.parcconline.org/parcaccessibility
featuresand-accommodationsnanual
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

2d

Hard Copy Braille Edition

A student who is blind or hasvisual impairmenand is
unable to take the computebased test with a refreshable
braille display may take the ELA/literacy andthematics
assessments using a hacdpy contracted brailledition.
Tactile graphics are embedded into the hard copy braille
edition.

Responses must beanscribed verbatim by a test
administrator in a standard student answer booklet. Only
transcribed responses will be scored.

2e

Tactile Graphics

A student who is blind dnas a visual impairmentho uses a
screen reader or refreshable braiilkll also reed a tactile
graphics booklet, consisting only of the graphics portion o
test questiors, when applicable for the assessmenactile
graphics will also be embedded in the hard copy braille
edition assessments, when needed.

2f

Large Print Edition

Alarge print papetbasedform of each assessment is
available for a student with a visual impairment who is
unable to take a computenasedassessment due to his or
her disability. The font size for the PARCC large print editic
will be 18 point on paper sized 11 x 17.

Responses must be transcribed verbatim by a test
administrator in a standard student answer bookienly
transcrbed responses will be scored.

Refer toAppendix A: Accessibility Features and
Accommodations for Students Taking the PaBeased
PARCC Assessments

29

PaperBasedEdition

A paperbasedassessment is available for students who ar
unable to take a computelbasedassessment due to a
disability.

Refer toAppendix A: Accessibility Features and
Accommodations for Students Taking the PaBesed
PARCC Assessments
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PARCC

Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

2h | ClosedCaptioning of A student who is deaf or hearing impaired views captione
Multimedia on the text on multimedia (ie., video) segments of the ELifdtacy
ELA/Literacy Assessments performancebased @sessments. Captioning can be turned
on/off within the video player as needed
2i | Textto-Speech for the A student receives an audio representation of the
ELA/Literacy Assessments, ELA/literacy assessment via tegtspeechscreen reader
including items, response software, embedded ASL video, or a human reader/signe
options, and passagés
The textto-speech, ASL video, human reader, and human
2j | Screen Reader Version for signer accommodations are intended to provide access tg
ELA/Literacy, including items, | printed orwritten textsonthe PARCC ELiéracy
response options, and assessments to a verynall number of students witprint-
passage¥ relateddisabilities who would otherwise be unable to
participate in the assessment because their disability
2k | ASL Video for the ELA/Literacy severely limits or preventheir ability to access printed text
Assessmentdncluding items, | by decoding
response options, and
passage¥ The screen reader accommodation is intended to provide
access tahe PARCC ELA/literacy assessments to student
2l | Human Reader/Human Signer| who are blind or hava visual impairmenand have not

for the ELA/Literacy
Assessments, including items,
response options, and
passage¥

learned (or are unable to use) braille.

This accommodation isot intended for students reading
somewhat (i.e., only moderately) below grade level.

Note: If headphones anmeot used for textto-speech, screen
reader, or the ASL video, the student must be tested
separate setting. In special cases where a test administra
reads aloud to a student due to a disability (human reader
human signer), the student must be tested in a separate
setting.

11 The CCS&ll for compasons between different mediagAn example of this is R1®.7:Analyze various accounts of a subject
YSRAdzYd 6Sod3dx | LISNE2YQa fAFS a@mNe
each account. Adding closed captioning to any studetiter than those who are deaf or hard of hearing affects the ability to

G2f R Ay RATFSNBYI

effectively assess this type of standagshd therefore it is listed as an accommodation as opposed to a support for all.
12 Note: There may be unintended consequences related totke of this accommodation for some students. Review the
adjacentAdministration Guidelines carefullPARCC will conduatiditionalresearch to provide PARCC statéth data to
substantiate the need for providing this level of acdesa small number oftudents
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

IEP teams and 504 coordinators should carefully review tf
following guidelines for identifying students to receive this
accommodation.

In making decisionsn whetherto providea student with
this accommodation, IEP teams and 5dn coordinators
should consider whether the student has:

1 Blindness or a visual impairment and has not learr
(or is unable to use) braille;
OR
1 A disability that severely limits or prents him/her
from accessing printed text, even after varied and
repeated attempts to teach the student to do so
(e.g., student is unable to decode printakt);
OR
1 Deafness or a hearing impairment and is severely
limited or prevened from decoding text due to a
documented history of early and prolonged langua
deprivation

STF2NB fAadAy3d G4KS I 002YY3
plan, teams/coordinators should also consider whether:

1 The student has access to printed text during routi
instruction through a reader or other spokéext
audio format, or signer;

1 ¢KS aidzRSyiadQa AylFoAft Al
braille is documented in evaluation summaries froj
locally-administereddiagnostic assessmenisy,

1 The student receives ongoing, intensive instructior
and/or interventions in the foundational reading
skills to continue to attain the important college an
careerready skill of independent reading.

Decisions about who receigghis accommodation will be
made by IEP teams and 504 plan coordinators. However,
PARCC will collect data on the frequency of its use for the
purpose of carefully monitoring and determining approprig
decisionmaking.

No claims should be inferred 8 3 NRAY 3 G KS
to demonstrate foundational reading skills (i.e., decoding
fluency).
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Accommodation Administration Guidelines

Reporting Notation to Schools and Paren#s:notation will
be provided on all confidential score reports to the school
and parent (i.e., parent/guardn report, school roster, and
district roster) stating that the student was given a reading
accessiccommodation on the PARCC EitgxAcy
assessment and therefore, no claims should be inferred
NBEIIINRAYy3I GKS addzRRSyidQa I g
reading skills (i.e., decoding and fluency).

Human readers/human signers providing this
accommodation must refer téppendix BTest
Administration Potocol for the Human Reader
Accommodation for English Language Arts/Literacy
Assessments, and the Human Reader Accessibility Featu
for Mathematics Assessmenfiar administrative guidance.

For a student who is blind or has a visual impairment, the
studert will also need a tactile graphics booklet, consisting
only of the graphics portion of test questions, and visual
descriptions (pictures and multimedia) when applicable fo
the assessment.

Refer toAppendix DTextto-Speech, Screen Reader, ASL
Video, or Human Reader/Human Signer Guidance for Eng
Language Arts/Literacy Assessments

2m | ASL Video for the Mathematic{ The student views anembedded video of a huma
Assessments interpreter for the mathematics assessments. If a stud
does not use ASL, a human interpreter and separate
setting will be required.

2n | Human Signer for Test A human signer will sign the test directions tetadent. The
Directions student may need to be tested in a small group or sepal
setting.

20 | Student Reads Assessment | The student reads thesgsessment aloud to themselves. Th
Aloud to Themselve's student may use an external device such as a whisper ph
Thestudent must be tested in a separate setting.

13 Note: While this accommodation is available for students taking the PARCC assessments, it is not currently listed
in the PNP for year 1 administration.

36
November 2014


http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-b-ta-protocol-human-reader-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-b-ta-protocol-human-reader-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-b-ta-protocol-human-reader-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-b-ta-protocol-human-reader-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-b-ta-protocol-human-reader-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-d-TTS-SR-ASL-HRHS-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-d-TTS-SR-ASL-HRHS-11-14.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/appendix-d-TTS-SR-ASL-HRHS-11-14.pdf

Response Accommodations

What are Response Accommodations?

Response accommodations allow students to asalternative methodfor providing responses to test
items, such as through dictating to a scribeusing an assistive devicEor students taking computer

basedassessments, all response accommodations must be identified in ad@aficd K Ay G KS & dz
IEP or 504 plan and intieli dZRSy 1 Qa t bt ORdAzZNAY3a GKS GSad NBIAAGND

Who Can Benefifrom Response Accommodations?
Response accommodations can benefit students who have physical, sensory, or learning disethdities
havedifficulties with memaoryfine-motor skills sequencing, directionayi, alignment, and organization

Table 3 provides a list ofesponse accommodationfor students with disabilitieshat are designed to
allow students to respond to test items in different ways.

v‘"‘-‘
Table3: Responséccommodations for Students with Disabiliti&

Accommodation Administration Guidelines

3a | Assistive Technology Sudentsmay use a range @fssistive technologiesn the
PARCC assessmeritgluding devices that are compatible wit
the PARCC online testiplatform, and those that are used
externally (i.e., on a separate computer).

For information on how to test assistive technology devices
software forcompatibility with theTestNawB platform via an

GLY TN &G NHzO (i dzNBARC@S3istivie Technditgy
Guidelines available atww.parcconline.org/parcc
accessibilityfeaturesand-accommaodationsnanual

3b | Braille Notetaker Astudentwho is blind or haavisual impairmentnay use an
electronic braille noteaker. For PARCGsessments, gramma
checker, mternet, and stored file furt@nalities must be turned
off. The responses of a student who uses an electronic brail
note-taker durng PARCC assessments must be transcribed
exactly as entered in the electronic braille ndsker.Only
transcribed responses will be scorddanscription guidelines
are available in Appendix C: Protocol for the Use of the Scri
Accommodation.

3c | Braille Writer Astudent who is blind or hagvisual impairmentnay use an
electronic braille writer. The responses of a student who use
an electronic braille writer during PARCC assessments mus
transcribed exactly as entered in the electronic braaté@er.
Only transcribed responses will be scorétanscription
guidelines are available in Appendix C: Protocol for the Use
the Scribe Accommodation.
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

3d | Calculation Device and
Mathematics Toolgon
CalculatorSectiors of
Mathematics Assessments)

A student uses a specifialculation device (e.g., large key,
talking,or other adapted calculator) on thealculatorsection
of the mathematics assessmentfa talking calculator is used
the student must use headphones or be tested in a separate
setting.

Specificcalculation devices must match the filRARCC
Calculator Policy Allowable calculators include:

1 Grades &: No calculatorsllowed

1 Grades €&7: Four-function with square root and
percentage functions
Grade 8Xcientific calculators
High SchoolGraphic calculators (with functionalities
consistent with T-B4 or similar models)

1
)l

A student with avisual impairmentnay need other
mathematical tools such as a large print rulembedded
PARCC ruler is designed in 18 point footaille ruler, tactile
compassor braille protractor.Note that braille mathematics
kits wil include the appropriate gradeevel braille ruler and
braille protractors.

3e | Calculation Device and
Mathematics Tools

(on Non-Calculator Sectionsof
Mathematics Assessments)

Astudent uses a calculation device (e.qg., fhumction
calculator, large key or other adapted calculator), arithmetic
table (including addition/ subtraction and/or
multiplication/division charts), and/or manipulatives (IEP or
504 plan must specify which diee or manipulative) on the
non-calculatorsectionsof the mathematicsassessmentdf a
talking calculator is used, the student must use headphoneg
betestedin a separate setting.

For students with a disability that severely limits or prevents
their ability to perform basic calculations (i.singledigit
addition, subtraction, multiplication or division), this
accommodation allows a calculation device to be used on n
calculatormathematics asessmensections The
accommodation would be permitted on testectionsfor

which calculators are not allowed for other students

IEP teams and 50dlan coordinators should carefully review
the following guidelines for identifying students to receive
this accommodation.
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

In making decisions whether to provide the student with this
accommodation, IERRamsand 504plan coordinatorshould
consider whether the student has:

1 A disability that severely limits or prevents the
aidzRSy G Qa I oA fcalduktiongRe., LIS
singledigit addition, subtraction, multiplication, or
division),even after varied and repeated attempts to
teach the student to do so.

STF2NB fAadAy3d GKS | O02YY2H
plan, teams should also considehether:

1 The student is unable to perform calculations withou
the use of a calculation device, arithmetic table, or
manipulative during routine instruction;

1 ¢KS ailidzRSyiaQa AylFoAftAdGe
calculations is documented in evaluation summstrie
from locallyadministered diagnostic assessments.

1 The student receives ongoing, intensive instruction
and/or interventions to learn t@alculate without using
a calculation devicdn order to ensure that the studen
continues to learn basic calculatiamd fluency.

When this accommodation is provided) nlaims should be
AYFSNNBR NBIFNRAY3I GKS aidzA
mathematical calculations without the use of a calculator. N
that PARC@ill not report éfluency sub-scores forany
students taking the mathematics assessments.

Reporting Notation to Schools and Paren#s:notation will be
provided on all confidential score reports to the school and
parent (i.e., parent/guardian report, school roster, and distriq
roster) stating thathe student was given a calculation des
accommodation on the PARC@timeematics assessment and
GKSNBEF2NBEs y2 OflFAYa akKz2dz F
ability to perform basic mathematical calculations without th
use of a calculator.

Specific calculation devices must match the flRARCC
Calculator PolicyAllowable calculators include:

1 Grades &: Fourfunction with sjuare root and
percentage functions

1 Grades 6&7: Fourfunction with square root and
percentage functions

9 Grade 8Scientific calculators
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

9 High SchoolGraphic calculators (with functionalities
consistent with B4 or similar models)

3f | ELA/Literacy Selected Astudent dictates responses either verbally, usingeaternal
Response Speeein-Text* speechto-text device, an augmentative/assistive
communication device (e.g., picture/word board), or by
3g | ELA/Literacy Selected dictating,signing, gesturing, pointing, or egmzing. The
Response Human Scrilfe student must be tested in a separate settinfhe studenimust
have experiencesing anyassistive technology externdévice
3h | ELA/Literacy Selected prior to assessment administration.
Response Human Sigrtér L ) ) . )
{ddzRSyuQa NbxalLlyasSa Ydzau 09
3i | ELA/Literacy Selected qictateQIsigned(e.g., the human scrib§/§igner may pot chang
Response External Assistive |S YO0 St £ A a K2z 2 NJ fegpanSewbhaNb o 3
Technology Devicé transcribing) Only transcribed responses will be scored.
3j | Mathematics Response Foradmin_istration guidancen_ scri'bing and postest
Speechio-Text3 traqscrlptlon refer to_Appendlx C: Proto.cql for the Use of the
Scribe Accommodatioand theTest AdministratoManuak.
3k | Mathematics Response
Human Scrib&
3l | Mathematics Response
Human Signéefé
3m | Mathematics Response
Assistive Technology Devite
3n | ELA/Literacy Constructed The student dictates responses either verbally, using a spee
Response Speedio-Text® to-text device, augmentativedssistive communication device
(e.g., picture/word board), or bglictating,signing, gesturing,
30 | ELA/Literacy Constructed pointing, or eyegazing. Grammar checkénternet, and stored
Response Human Scrilfe files functionalities must be turned off. Word prediction must
also be turned off for studentslvo do not receive this
3p | ELA/Literacy Constructed accommodation. The student mulsé tested in a separate
Response Human Sigriér setting.
3q | ELA/Literacy Constructed In making decisions whether to provide the student with this

ResponseAssistive Technology
Devicé*

accommodation, IERRamsand 504plan coordinatorsshould
consider whether the student has:

14 This accommodation applies to Evidence Based Selected Response, and Technology Ephatraete@ Response items
(not Prose Constructed Response items) on the English Language Arts/Literacy assessments.
15 This accommaodation appliés Prose Constructed Responses on the ELA/Literacy assessments.
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

1 A physical disabili that severely limits or prevents the
a0dzRSy i Qa Y2i2N LINPOSaa
keyboarding;

OR

1 A disability that severely limits or prevents the stude
from expressing written language, even after varied
and repeated attempts to tedcthe student to do so.

.S8ST2NB fAaGAy3d GKS I OO0arsoM2 F
plan, team#coordinatorsshould also consider whether:

1 ¢KS aiddzRSyiGQa AylFoAfAde
documented in evaluation summaries from locally
administered diagnostic assessments;

9 The student routinely uses a scribe for written
assignmentsand

1 The student receives ongoing, intensive instruction
and/or interventions to learn written expression, as
deemed appropriate by the IEBam or 504plan
coordinator.

Reporting Notation to Schools and Paren#:notation will be
provided on all confidential score reports to the school and
parent (i.e., parent guaian report, school roster, district
roster) stating that the student was primed a scribe on the
PARCELA/iteracy assessment and therefore, no claims shg
0S AYFSNNBR NB3IFNRAYy3I GKS 2
expressive writing skills. Ongoimgiruction in the
foundational skills may be needed to allow students to
continue to attain the important college and caremrady skill
of writing. (Note: Notations wilhot be provided for students
who receive a scribe on the PARC@&tmematics assessment
for selected responses only on the Elifetacy assessment).

{GdzRSy 1Qa NBalLkRyaSa Ydzad o4
dictated/signed(e.g., the human scribe/signer may not chang
SYOStfAAKYT 2N fegpinSeshadB & | 2
transcribing) Only transcribed responses will be scored.

Foradministration guidancen scribing and podest
transcription refer to Appendix C: Protocol for the Use of the
Scribe Accommodatioand theTest AdministratoManuak.
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

3r

Word Prediction External
Device

The student usean externalword predictiondevicethat
provides a bank of frequentlpr recentlyused words onscreer
as a result of the student entering the first few letters of a
word. The studenmustbe familiar with the us of theexternal
device prior to assessment administratidrhe device cannot
connect to the internet or save information.

In making decisions whether to provide the student with this
accommodation, IERRamsand 504plan coordinatorsare
instructed to considr whether the student has:

1 A physical disability that severely limits or prevents the
student from writing or keyboarding responses;
OR
1 A disability that severely limits or prevents the student
from recalling, processing, and expressing written
language, even after varied and repeated attempts to
teach the student to do so.

STF2NB fAadAy3d GKS | O002YY2H
plan, team#coordinatorsare instructed to consider whether:

1 ¢KS a0dzRSydGdQa Ayl oAf A lestedd(
in evaluation summaries from locally advistered
diagnostic assessments; and

1 The studenteceivesongoing, intensive instruction,
and/or intervention in language processing and writing,
deemed appropriate by the IEPanv504 plan
coordinator.
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Timing and Scheduling Accommodations

What are Timing and Scheduling Accommodations?

PARCC

Timing and scheduling accommodations are changes in the allowable length ohtgcha student

may complete the testNote: Changes in howthe time is organizedsuch as use dfequent breaks or

testing at a specificime of day are test administration considerations that are available to any

student1®

Who Can Benefit from Timing and Scheduling Accommodations?

Timing accommodationsmay benefit students who need additional or extended time to complete the
tests. Extra time may be needed by students to process information (e.g., a student who processes

directions slowly or needs extra time to move to a different test question), write reg®fs.g., a

student with limited dexterity or difficulty with word retrieval), or use special devices or equipment

(e.g., assistive technology, audio recording, or scrib)dents with disabilitiemay also need frequent

or extended breaks. Schedulingactyes may also benefit studentho need breaks teemain alert or

who are more productive at certain times of the d&pr students taking computdrasedassessments,

SEGSYRSR GAYS Ydzald 6S ARSYGATFTASR Ay toRgbeessdS

Table 4 providesthe timing and scheduling accommodatiofior students with disabilitiesthat is
designed to increase the allowable length of time to completassessment

\_/
<4
Table4: Timing and Scheduling Accommodation for Students with Disabil&

~,

Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

4a | Extended Time

Students have until the end of the school day to complete i
singletest unit administeredduring the prescribed testing
window. It is recommended to test students withe
extended time accommodation in a separate setting to
minimize distractionso other students, and to schedule
these students for testing in the morning allow adequate
time for completion of a test unit by the end of the school
day.

Refer to theTest AdministratoManuals for additional
information regarding testinits and timing since teams will
need to consider if theriginal timing of the assessmewill
YSSi GKS adGdRSyGaQ ySSRao

Refer toAppendix EGuidance for Selecting and Administeri
the Extended Time Accommodation

16 ¢Frequent brealkérefers to the administratio of an assessment in short periods with frequent supervised brédkse of

daytNB T S N&

U2

iKS

dSad

FRYAYAAGNI GA2Y GAYST GF1Ay3 Ayidz

given to how these features interact with the extied time accommodation.
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PARCC

The universal elsign of PARCC assessmentexpected toenhanceaccestility for most students

through the availability of a range @iccessibility featuregor all students (see Section 2). However,
some English learners may need additional accommodations during PARCC assessment administration.
Additionally, English learners with disabilities also entitled to accommodations listed for students

with disablities earlier in this section

Accommodations for Englishearnerg’

Accommodations for English learnessould be consideretty a group of educators familiar with the
studentQa f S NJ/ asyidtheygSidakea provided in Sectidng DecisioaMaking Process for
Selecting, Using, and Hwating Accessibility Features anéccommodations for Students with
Disabilities, English Learners, and English Learners with Disabilities. In cases of English learners with
disabilities, at least one person familiar with the language needs of the ststhenild be a participating
member of the IEPteam (or consult with the 504 coordinato), in order to make effective
accommodations decisions.

Educators familiar with the student should also consider which additideaiures will enhance
accessibility fothe English learnein order to determinewvhat@ included in the PNBection 2 describes
the PNP and the additionatcessibility featureavailable to English learners on compubasedPARCC
assessments.

Table5 lists the accommodations on PAR@ssessments that are available to English learners,-cross
referenced withrecommendations regarding the effectiveness of the accommodation based on the
English Language Proficiency (ELP) level of the student. See 8dotiblow ELP is determined.

17 Abedi, J. & Ewers, N. (2013). Accommodations for English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities:-A Research
Based Decision Algorithm.
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Table 5.Guidance on Selection gfccommodations for English Learners on PARCC Assessthents

KEY for Table 5:

, Highly recommendedor use byEnglish learnerat thisELHevel
%4 Recommendedor use byEnglish learnerat thisELRevel
© May not be appropriatefor students at this ELP level

Accommodations

Most likely to benefit English learners at this ELP LeV

Beginning

Intermediate

Advanced

Extended time

Word-to-Word Dictionary
(EnglishY Native Language)

Mathematics Respons&peechto-Text

Mathematics Response HumeBcribe

Yy

General Administration Directions Read
lf2dzR YR wSLISIF (SR
Language (by test administrator)

Yy

General Administration Directions Clarifieq

da bSSRSR Ay {(dzRSYy,
(by test administrator)

7

Online Translation of the Mathematics
Assessmenin Spanish (or other translated
languages as needetf)

A

PaperBased Edition of the Mathematics
Assessment in Spanish (other translated
languages as needed)

Ya

18 Differinglaws, regulations, and policies exist among PARCC states as to whether they will allow, require, or prohibit

translations of state assessments.

19pPARCC is developing online and paper Spanish translations of the mathematics assessments for usenat peztimdt the
translation of the assessment. States may also offer translations in additional languages.
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Accommodations

Most likely to benefit English learners at this ELP LeV

Beginning | Intermediate Advanced

Large Print Edition of the Mathematics

Assessments in Spanish

(or other translated languages as needed) ﬂ 1, 0

Textto-Speech for the Mathematics
Assessments in Spanish

(or other translated languageas needed) ﬂ A 0

Human Reader for the Mathematics
Assessments in Spanish

(or other translated languages as needed)

Table 6. Accommodations for English Learners on PARCC Assessments

Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

6a | Extended time

Students have until the end of the school day to complete i
single test unit administered during the prescribed testing
window. It is recommended to test students with the
extended time accommodation in a separate setting to
minimize distractions to othestudents, and to schedule theg
students for testing in the morning to allow adequate time f
completion of a test unit by the end of the school day.

Refer to theTest AdministratoManuals for additional
information regarding test units and timing seteams will
need to consider if the original timing of the assessment wi
YSSG GKS &aiddzRSyiaQ ySSRao

Refer toAppendix E: Guidance for Selecting &ubhinistering
the Extended Time Accommodation

6b | Word-to-Word Dictionary
(English/ Native Language)

The sudent usesan approvedbilingual, wordto-word
dictionary.Dictionaries that include definitionghrases,
sentences, opictures are not allowed. The student should
familiar with the dictionary they will usguringtesting.
Students should be given ample time to complete the test
using the accommodatiort no hard copy wordo-word
dictionary can be found for a specifamguage, an electronic
translator may be used. The device cannot connect to the
internet or store information.
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

6¢c

6d

Mathematics Response
Speechto-Text

Mathematics Response
HumanScribe

The student dictates responses verbally, using an external
speechto-text device or to a human scribe. The student mu
be tested in a separate setting. The student maestamiliar
with anyexternal devices por to assessment administration
{ G dzR Segpdnees mud beanscribed exactly as dictated

For administration guidance on scribing and pEst
transcription, refer to Appendix C: Protocol for the Use of
Scribe Accommodation.

6e

General Administration
Directions Read Aloud and
Repeatedh Yy { (1 dzRSVy i
Languagédby test administrator)

The test administrator, or state approveadterpreter, reads
Ff2dR GKS 3ISYySNIf |RYAYyA&Q(
native language. The student may request that directions
repeated. The stud® must be tested in a separate settin
Test administrators providing this accommodation should
fAGSNI GS IyR FftdSyid Ay 9y13
language,if an administrator who speaks the language
available Hard copy directionswill be translated into the
highestincidence languages across PARCC states: (1) Sp
(2) Arabic; (3) Navajo; (4) Chinese Mandarin; (5) Vietnan
(6) Portuguese; (7) Haitian Creole; (8) Polish; (9) Somali
(10) MarshalleseStates may request treslations into other|
languages as needed.

6f | General Administration The test administrator, or state approvéaterpreter, clarifies
5ANBSOGA2ya [/t |3SYSNI ¢ FRYAYAEGUNI GA2Y Ay
Native Language language. No part of the test may be clarified, nor may
(by test administrator) assistance be provided to the student during testing. ]
student must be tested in a separate settinglest
administrators providing this accommodation should |
fAG0SNIO0S YR FtdzSyd Ay 9y3
language,if an administrator who speaks the language
available For guidance, refer to thelest Administratof
Manuak.
69 | OnlineTranslationof the A student takes the online mathematics assessmenthigir

Mathematics Assessmerih
Spanish (or othetranslated
languages as needgt?

native languaggif approved byhe PARCE&tateQ @olicy.

20PARCC will provide online and paper translations of the mathematics assessments in Spanish for use at the discretion of

PARCC states. If other laages are needed, states may request additional translations.
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Accommodation

Administration Guidelines

6h

PaperBasedEdition of the
Mathematics Assessment in
Spanish (or other translated
languages as needed)

The student takes a hambpy mathematics assessment
their native language, if approved bye PARC6tateQ policy.

Refer toAppendix A: Accessibility Features and
Accommodations for Students Taking the PaBased PARC(
Assessments

6i | Large Print Edition of the A large print papebasedform of each assessment is availal
Mathematics Assessments in | for a student with a visual impairment who is unable to take
Spanish (oother translated computerbasedassessment due to his or her disability and
languages as needed) needs a translation.
Refer toAppendix A: Accessibility Features and
Accommodations for Students Taking the PaBased PARC(
Assessments
6j | Textto-Speech for the The student listens tan oral translation omathematics
Mathematics Assessments in | assessment via textb-speech irthe translated languagdf
Spanish (or other translated unable to wear headphones, the studenust ke tested in a
languageas needed) sepaate setting.
6k | Human Reader for the In special cases where a test administrator reads aloud to

Mathematics Assessments in
Spanish (or other translated
language as needed)

student in their native language, the student must be teste
in a separate setting. Human Readers providing the read &
accommodation must refer tdppendix B: Test
Administration Protocol for théluman Reader
Accommodation for English Language Arts/Literacy
Assessments, and the Human Reader Accessibility Featur
Mathematics Assessmegtand Appendix JPARC®ath

Audio Guideline¥ersion 3.Gor administrative guidance.
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PARCC
Section4d ¢

DecisionMaking Process for Selecting, Using, and
EvaluatingAccessibility Features and
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities,
English Learners, and English Learners with
Disabilities
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Step 1: ExpecAll Students to Achieve Academic Gradleveland Course
Content Standards

In accordance witlthe Elementary and Secondary Education (ESEA) and Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA), PARCC expects that all sindeABCC statego are not

taking an alternate assessment wghrticipate in the PARCC assessments. The PARCC assessment
system sets and maintains high expectations that all students will have access to the full range -of grade
leveland course content andards

Several laws require the participation of students with disabilities and English learners in standards
based instruction and assessmeRefer to Appendk K Legal Backgrourfdr additional information.

Including All Students in State Accountability Assessments

English Learners

Federal law requires that studentsot be excluded fromassessmentsvith the intention of holding

schools accountable for the academic performance of all students, with a narrow exception granted to
English learners in their first year of instruction in a U.S. school (see above). English learners in PARCC
states may not be excluded from PARCC egsformancebased and end-of-year asessmentsin
ELA/literacy (with the exception of English learners in their first year in a U.S. sahdat)athematics
assessmentsEnglish learners whose parents have waived servicag not be exclded from state
assessments and argill eligible to receive accommodations allowed to English learners on PARCC
assessments.

Students with Disabilities

TheESEA and IDE&quire that all students with disabilities be administered state assessments, either
with or without accommodations, or through an alternate assessment. The results of those assessments
are intended to hold schools accountable for the academic performafi@ll students. It is important

that IEPteamsand 504 plan coordinatorsctively engage in a planning process that includes:

1 Participation of all students in the PARCC assessments at the grader lewetse invhich they
are enrolled;

9 Assurance of the provision appropriate accommodations to facilitate student access to
instruction and assessments basedgradelevelor coursestandards; and

1 Use of alternate assessments based on the content standards, where necessary to assess the
academigoerformanceof studentswith the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Equal Access to Gradeevel Content

The CCSS are educational targets for students to learn at each graderleeelrse Teachers should
regularly ensure that students are working toward graeteellearning standards by using instructional
strategiesthat are appropriate for each studettased on individual needs, strengths, and challenges.
Providingappropriate accommodations during instruction and assessments is likely to promote equal
access tgradeleveland coursecontent.

To accomplish the goal of equal accesducators (including general educators, special educators,
educators specializing in English language acquisition, other members of IEP teams, 504 plan
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1 Be familiar with the CCSS and the accountability systekiuding applicable assessmends,
the state and district level;

1 Be familiar with the PARC&sessmenadministration procedures and theARC@ccessibility
Featuresand Accommodations Manualnd

 ollaborateregularlyi 2 YIFEAYAT S | yR Syadz2NB -iévl$r caufselzR Sy (i Q&
standards

coordinators, and English leser teams, if applicable) should

All students must have access to grddeel or courseacademic learning standards. Most of these
students will be able to achieve these standards when the following three conditions are met:

1. Qdassroominstruction is provided by teachers who are qualified to teach the CCSS and who
know how to differentiate ristruction and provide educationally appropriate instruction for
diverse learners

2. |EPs and 504 plans for students with disabilities, Bndlish learneplansfor English learners,
where appropriate, are developed to ensure the provisionegiial accessot the general
curriculum and stateand districtwide assessmentsand

3. Appropriate accessibility features and/@ccommodationare determined and provided to help
students access gradevelor coursecontent.

The Common Core State Standards caadmessed herénttp://www.corestandards.org/

The PARCC Model Content Frameworks can be accessed higrédwww.parcconline.org/parce
modelcontentframeworks

Step 2: Learn About Accessibility Features and Accommodations

It is critical that educational teams learn about accessibility features and accommodations that provide
AYONBIFASR O00Saa F2NJ addzRSyida 2N NBRdzOS 2NJ St AYA
learner status, and provide equitable accesgtadelevel or coursecontent for diverse learners. For
information on which accessibility features and accommodations are available on the PARCC
assessmets, refer to Section 2 of this amual.

Modifications for PARCCs&essments

Modifications as contrasted withaccessibility features and accommodatioms/olve changes in the
PARCC assessment or in ttenditionsin which a student takeshe assessment thawvould result in
unacceptable changem what the assessmenis designed tomeasure (e.g., reducing arhanging
expectations for studentspr provide an unfair advantage to a studeftterefore modifications arenot
permittedon the PARCC assessments

Examples of modifications thatould result in invalidated results on PARCC include:

1 Allowinga studentto be assessedff gradelevel
9 Instructing a student to skip selected itemgducing the scope of assessmergs a student
needs to complete only a limited number of problems or items;
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1 Modifying the complexity of assessments to make them easier @eteting response choices

on a multiplechoiceassessmenso that a student selects from twar three options instead of

foun);

Providinghints, clues, or other coaching that directs the student to correct responses

Defining vocabulary on thassessment, for neglossed wordsor explainingassessmenitems;

Allowing the student to complete an assessment of English language arts in a language other

than English; and

1 Usinga bilingualdictionary that provides definitions (rather than an acceptable wetd-word
duaHanguage dictionary).

= =4 =

Providing a student with modifications during a PARCC assessment may constitute a test irregularity and

will result in an invalidated score (i.e., the score will not be codhéad/or an investigation by the state

Ayili2 (GKS aOKz22ft Qa 2N RAaproidiyin@dificatiofsatdl studemts dutdg OG A O S
statewide assessments may have the unintended consequence of reducing their opportunities to learn
critical conent and may result in adverse effects on the student throughout his or her educational

career.

Step 3: Select Accessibility Features and Accommodations for Individual
Students

The team or group responsible for selecting accessibility featurealifstudents, and accommodations
for English learners and/or students with disabilities should:

9 Discuss whiclaccessibility features andccommodations might assist a student during daily
instruction in the classroom;

f Determine whichaccessibility features and OO2 YY 2RI A2y a G2 aaGNB 2 dzi
during instruction in each content area;

1 Document and evaluate the effectiveness of thecessibility features andccommodations

used over time;

Adjustthe use ofaccessibility features armtcommodationg@sneededfor the future; and

Based on the effectiveness of the supports used in the classroom, determine aduiebsibility

features andaccommodations should also be used on PARCC assessments, and whether they

are allowed.

= =4

In selecting appropriateaccessibility features anéccommodations for PARCC assessments, it is
important that educators be aware of the following:

1 Accessibility features andaiccommodationsshould not be broadly assigned across all
assessments, but considered and discusssghrately for each PARCC contarga assessment.

9 Students should receive theccessibility features angccommodation they need to participate
in the assessment, but should not receive maceessibility features armccommodations than
are necessary tparticipate meaningfully.

1 Accessibility datures andaccommodationsi K2 dzft R y 24 06S dzaSR (2 02YLIS
lack of knowledge and skills.
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1 Students need opportunities beforehand to try catcessibility features andccommodations
and learn which g most helpful in classroom instruction, as well as on lagpe assessments.

1 The more input students have in selecting theicessibility features anasiccommodations, the
more likely theaccessibility features and/@ccommodatios will be used.

1 Accommodations that provide access to students on assessments should be based on their
needs as students with disabilities or English learners.

1 Teans should becareful to avoid selectingccessibility features andccommodationsusing a
a1 A GOKSlYE  HHallgh@desttie student with unnecessary or mutualyntradictory
accommodations in an attempt to provide every possible advantage oagbessment

The DecisiofMaking Process

Figure 1 shows consideratiorier selecting PARCC assessmaotommodations for students with
disabilities, Englistearners, and English learnensth disabilities This process could be replicated for
selecting accessibility featureBhe decisiormaking processhould include consideration of at least the
following three factors:

Factor 1:Student charadristics and learning needs (e.g., disabilities, language proficiency,
accommodations used in classroom instruction/assessments to access and perform in academic
standards an@ssessmen)s

Factor 2:Individualassessmentharacteristics (i.e., knowledge @it what tasks are required on
t!w// FaaSaavySyida yR gleéa (2 NBY2@S LKeaAOlf
those tasks)

Factor 3:PARC@ccessibility features armccommodations policies that maintain the validity of
assessment results

Figure 1. Considerations When Making Decisions for Assessment Accommodations

/ Individual Test Characteristics \

What tasks are required of the student?

What is the test designed to measure? Are

there barriers for the student in doing those
tasks?

Student
Characteristics

What are the
characteristics of
the student?

Are there accommodations already being used
in classroom assessments that match the
accommodations needed to remove those
barriers on the State test? Arethere
consequences for using the accommodation?

What accommodations does the
student regularly use in the classroom
for instruction and assessment?

Are there accommodations that could be made
available to the student in the classroom that

are not available currentlythat would remove
\ barriersto the test? /

Has the student indicated preference inusing
the accommodation? What input have
teachers or parent/guardians had?

-

PARCC
Accommodation
Policy

Maintaining validity
of assessment

Is the accommodation allowed for
the test or portion of the test noted
as a barrier?

Are there consequences for using the
accommeodation?

Review whether the accommodation changes the
target of the assessment?
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DecisionMaking Procesg Factor #1: Student Characteristics and Learning Needs

Figure 2 shows the process of how student characteristics and access inges the selection of
accessibility features andceommodationsAccessibility features and accommodations shaelchove
barriers to learning.

Figure 2. Student Characteristics and Learning Needs

DecisionMaking Procesg Factor #2: Individual Testharacteristics

It is important to examine the tasks students are being asked to do on the PARCC assessments by asking
the following questions:

9 What are the characteristics of tressessmenand what will the tasks and items look like?

1 Are theassessmentasks similar to classroom assessment tasks, and does the student have the
opportunity to practice similar tasks prior to testing?

9 Does the student use amccessibility feature and/csiccommodation for a classroom task that is
allowed for similar tasksrothe PARCE&ssessments

1 Do other barriers exist that could be removed by usiagcessibility features and/or
accommodatios that are not already offered or used by the student?

DecisionMaking Procesg Factor #3: PARCACcessibility Features andccommodations
Policies That Maintain the Validity of Assessment Results

It will be important for educators, parents, and teams selecting accommodations for the PARCC
assessments to review the test security, test administration, and test accommodatiamepadh order

to determine whether the accommodation is allowed on the PARE38ssmen(s), and if there will be

any consequences for the school, district, or student if the accommodation is used. For example, if
certain instructional accommodations aresed for testing, the validity odssessmentesults may be
compromised if the accommodation involves modifying #ssessmentgiving assistance to the student

to respond to questions during testing, or providing an accommodation that gives the studenfain
advantage on all or part of thassessmentAssessmenpolicies must be reviewed thoroughly before
accommodations are selected for the assessments, and any discrepancies between instructional and
assessment accommodatiossiould becommunicated to he parent and the educators working with

the student
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